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Why?

The web is essentially multilingual
Many languages

Two-third of users has primary language other than English

Cross-language information retrieval
Original focus on monolingual user accessing documents in 
multiple languages

Recent change to polylingual users accessing documents in 
languages they understand

Gey, Kando, and Peters 2001 (“Roadmap on 
crosslingual IR”)

Why is there no multilingual web corpus/track/…? 1



How?

WebCLEF: The Multilingual Web Track

Budget: 0€
WebCLEF run as a volunteer effort

Known-item retrieval: track down pages known 
to exist in the collection

Assessment done at topic creation time

Created new multilingual corpus
EuroGOV: a crawl of European government-related sites

3.5 million pages, 121 million links

27 primary domains, at least 25 languages 2



Tasks

Mixed monolingual
Simulate a user searching for a known item in a European 
language

“Stream” of monolingual topics

Multilingual
Simulate a user looking for a certain known item page in a 
particular European language

User uses English to formulate her query

Bilingual
English to Spanish

Evaluation metric: MRR (mean reciprocal rank) 3



Topics

Topic creation was in the hand of the participants

To participate in WebCLEF: create 30 topics
15 home page: entry page of a web site or part of a web site; 
the place to start from if you are going to browse the site

15 named page: specific, unique pages on the web you’d like to 
be able to find later

15 teams created 547 topics
242 homepage topics, 305 named page topics

Targets 11 languages: ES, EN, NL, PT, DE, HU, DA, RU, EL, IS, FR

English translations

Metadata 4

Group name # 
topics

BUAP 39

Hummingbird 30

U. Amsterdam (ILPS) 162

Melange 30

Metacarta Inc. 3

Daedalus S.A. 30

Linguateca 30

U. Alicante 30

U. Glasgow 30

U. Hildesheim 30

U. Indonesia 36

UNED (NLP group) 30

U. Melbourne (NICTA) 47

U. Salamanca (Reina) 30

U. Lisboa (XLDB) 30

Total 547



Runs and results

For each task, teams could submit up to 5 runs
Baseline (using no metadata) required

Additional runs could use some or all of the metadata

11 teams submitted runs
34 mixed monolingual runs from 9 teams

19 multilingual runs from 4 teams

8 bilingual runs from 3 teams

Strategies: web-specific, linguistic, cross-lingual
Mixed monolingual: do-able

Multilingual and bilingual: hard 5

Mixed 
monolingual MRR

U. Glasgow 0.5135

Hummingbird 0.4780

U. Amsterdam (ILPS) 0.3497

Multilingual

U. Hildesheim 0.1479

Miracle 0.0902

U. Amsterdam (ILPS) 0.0175

Bilingual

UNED 0.0930

BUAP 0.0844

U. Alicante 0.0385



3 Presentations

Glasgow

Hildesheim

10:25–10:40 UNED

10:10–10:25

10:40–10:55



Wrap-up

Thank you
Carol Peters, Jaap Kamps, Börkur Sigurbjörnsson, Ian Soboroff

University of Glasgow, UNED

Participants and topic developers

Next year
Same tasks as this year?

Pilot task on blog data?

Join the WebCLEF breakout session, 14:30–16.00 today, HS7

Remember
If you want to do crosslingual/multilingual retrieval, do it on 
web data (what else?), and do it at WebCLEF!


